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Meeting Hendon Area Environment Sub-
Committee  

Date 13 March 2013 

Subject Feasibility Study of Traffic Management Measures 
and Pedestrian Facilities on Lawrence Street NW7 

Report of Director for Place 

Summary The report reviews the necessity for traffic calming 
measures and pedestrian facilities on Lawrence 
Street and outlines findings of the preliminary 
investigations.  

 

 
Officer Contributors Themba Nleya 

Status (public or exempt) Public 
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Key Decision No  
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1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1 That the Sub-Committee note the outcome of the investigation into the 

feasibility of providing traffic calming measures and pedestrian facilities 
on Lawrence Street as presented in this report. 

 
1.2 That this Sub-Committee instructs the Director for Place, subject to 

availability of funding and a satisfactory consultation outcome, to 
implement the following; 

• Installation of four vehicle activated signs (VAS) at locations shown 
on drawing 60670C, 

• Installation of a pedestrian island on Lawrence Street to accord 
pedestrians the opportunity to cross the road in two stages, the 
works to include carriageway widening and the introduction of a new 
footway construction to link proposed crossing point to the existing 
footpath 

 
1.3  That any objections from the formal consultation be addressed by the 

Director for Place in consultation with the Cabinet Member for 
Environment. 

 
2. RELEVANT PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
2.1 The Hendon Area Environment Sub-Committee on 16 October 2012 

considered the local ward member Councillor John Hart’s representation and 
noted his concerns regarding road safety within Lawrence Street NW7. The 
Sub-Committee instructed the investigation of methods of traffic calming 
measures. 

 
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
3.1 Introducing traffic management measures in the borough will contribute to the 

Corporate Plan priority “A Successful London Suburb” by enhancing Barnet’s 
reputation as a good place to work and live. 
 

3.2 The London Mayor’s Transport Strategy also addresses these areas through: 
“Proposal 30: The Mayor, through TfL, and working with the London boroughs 
and other stakeholders, will introduce measures to smooth traffic flow to 
manage congestion (delay, reliability and network resilience) for all people and 
freight movements on the road network, and maximise the efficiency of the 
network.  These measures will include Ac) “A keep traffic moving A” , e) 
Planning and implementing A improvements to the existing road network, A 
to improve traffic flow on the most congested sections of the network, and to 
improve conditions for all road users 

 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 
 
4.1 I consider the issues involved are likely to give rise to policy considerations as 

any proposed measures would then have to be considered for the rest of the 
borough and may have a major impact on traffic flow especially from the 
consideration of Emergency Services.  
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4.2 There would be some minor disruption whilst the work is being completed but 
this would be minimised through traffic management in discussion with 
contractor undertaking the work.  

 
5. EQUALITIES AND DIVERSITY ISSUES 
 
5.1 The introduction of traffic calming measures on Lawrence Street would 

minimise the risk of vehicle to vehicle and/or vehicle to pedestrian collisions on 
a relatively busy road and particularly benefiting vulnerable users such as the 
elderly, physical or visually impaired.  

 
6. USE OF RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS (Finance, Procurement, 

Performance & Value for Money, Staffing, IT, Property, Sustainability) 
 
6.1 Finance Any measures that may be preferred will be sought to be 

accommodated within the 2013/14 or future Traffic Management and Road 
Safety allocations.   

 
6.2 Procurement The highway works would be procured through the borough’s 

highway term contracts. 
 
6.3 There are no Staffing, IT or Property implications arising out of this report. 
 
7. LEGAL ISSUES 
 
7.1 The Traffic Management Act 2004 places an obligation on authorities to 

ensure the safe and expeditious movement of traffic on their road network. 
 
7.2 The Council as Highway Authority has the necessary legal powers to 

introduce or amend Traffic Management Orders through the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984. 

 
8. CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS (Relevant section from the Constitution, 

Key/Non-Key Decision) 
 
8.1  Constitution Part 3 – Responsibility for Functions – Area Environment Sub-

committees perform functions that are the responsibility of the Executive 
including highways use and regulation not the responsibility of the Council, 
within the boundaries of their areas in accordance with Council policy and 
within budget. 

 
9.0 Background 
 
9.1.1 The feasibility of a formal pedestrian facility on Lawrence Street has been 

investigated due to pedestrian accessibility concerns raised by the local ward 
member Cllr John Hart in the form of a members’ item that summarises the 
current status quo; 
 
‘Lawrence Street in Mill Hill lacks a crossing particularly near the Mill Hill circus 
roundabout. There is a short cut through St Josephs fields to Birkbeck Road 
which many people use to access schools and homes, however to reach the 
beginning of this residents have to cross Lawrence Street. In the mornings at 
school time this road is extremely busy due to the road being used as a rat run  
in fact the road is busy all day combined with the bends in the road and cars 
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speeding down the hill this makes it hazardous to cross. Residents feel this is 
an accident waiting to happen and call upon Barnet Council to carryout a 
feasibility study for a crossing to be installed.’ 

  
9.1.2 Concerns were also raised about speeding on Lawrence Street by a local 

Councillor in the form of a members item that requests that the Sub-
Committee: 

•  consider traffic calming measures for Lawrence Street, NW7. 

9.1.3 Lawrence Street has an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing and a pedestrian 
refuge island where it enters Mill Hill Circus roundabout. As pedestrians have 
to use their own initiative to cross it in two stages while contending with two 
lanes in each direction at this point, it therefore accords the least crossing 
opportunities of all the arms of Mill Hill Circus roundabout. 

 
9.1.4 Unlike the other arms of the Mill Hill Circus roundabout, the Lawrence Street 

arm does not benefit from traffic signals. The combination of the above means 
pedestrians with reduced mobility or the partially impaired may not be able to 
fully utilise the breaks in traffic flow stream at the existing island. Heavy flows 
are experienced during peak periods but this difficulty would apply only for the 
southbound stream as northbound traffic entering Lawrence Street from Mill 
Hill Circus is controlled by TfL-owned signal equipment and therefore crossing 
that half of the road is more bearable. 

 
9.1.5 This section of Lawrence Street belongs to Barnet who are the highway 

authority. However, as the traffic authority is Transport for London, this  
therefore makes this section be subject to the red route parking restrictions. 

 
9.1.6 Due to the presence of a bend between Uphill Road and Victoria Road which 

would impair visibility, the next ideal location for consideration of a pedestrian 
facility in the vicinity would be between Uphill Road and Uphill Grove. This 
location would accord a desire line for those users who walk ‘through St 
Joseph’s fields to Birkbeck Road+ +to access schools and homes’. 

 
9.1.7 Lawrence Street was resurfaced in 2006 and assessments carried out at that 

time did not recommend for the traffic management measures to be retained. 
As a result the humps were not replaced. 

 
9.1.8 Following the recent speeding concerns further speed surveys were carried 

out in September 2012.  A summary of the formal speed surveys that was 
carried out during September on clear school calendar days is shown on 
Table 1 below.  

 
9.1.9 Table 1 : Average 85%ile Speeds Over the 5 Weekday period (7am to 7pm)* 
 

Table 1 Northeast bound (mph) Southwest bound (mph) 

10/09/2012 34.1 37.6 

11/09/2012 33.9 37.9 

12/09/2012 34.0 37.9 

13/09/2012 33.9 38.0 

14/09/2012 33.6 38.2 

Average 33.9 37.9 
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*The eighty-fifth percentile (85%ile) speed is the speed at which 85% or the 
vehicles using that road travel at or below. It is nationally used benchmark by 
highway authorities and gives an indication of the extent of speed/trends at a 
given location. 
 

9.1.10 At the same time an assessment to gauge pedestrian demand was also 
conducted at the location on Lawrence Street between Uphill Road and Uphill 
Grove to inform the feasibility study. The pedestrian demand at the location 
has been found to be very low in relation to the number of crossing 
opportunities that are available. However as table 1 above will show, the 
south-west bound speeds require possible intervention. 

 
9.1.11 The corresponding pedestrian-related personal injury accidents (PIAs) 

recorded for this location for the last 3 years, this being the standard 
assessment period, have been checked and are summarised in Table 2 
below. 

 

Table 2 Lawrence Street PIA 
01.09.08 to 31.08.11 

(36 months) 

Slight  
(2 incidents) 

(15.08.11@0948hrs) 
 

(19.10.11@1637hrs) 

- V1 pulled out and turned right in front 
of V2 and caused collision 
-  V1 encroached onto opposing lane at 
the bend and collided with V2 

Serious  
(1 incident) 

(06.04.11@0550hrs) Pedestrian ran out into path of V1 from 
nearside and was hit 

Fatal None N/A 

Totals 3  

 
 
9.1.12  In order to ensure a fair mechanism for allocating the limited resources at 

disposal, the existing assessment criteria focuses on PIAs and is therefore 
designed to address or mitigate  related PIAs by prioritising and ensuring 
those locations with adverse accident records are targeted. Residents often 
misconstrue this approach and accuse Barnet of waiting for an accident to 
happen before action can be taken which is misleading. 

 
9.1.13 Table 3 provides a summary of the officer’s field assessment relied upon to 

make a recommendation. 
 

 

Table 3: Lawrence Street (between Uphill Road & Uphill 
Grove) – Feasibility Study Outcome To Review 
Pedestrian Facilities, Sight lines  and Speeds 
 

Pedestrian 
facilities & Sight 
lines 

• Due to the existing footpath linking 
Lawrence Street and Birkbeck Road, the 
assessed location provides a natural 
location that lies on the pedestrian desire 
line.  

• Any formal crossing here would require a 
pedestrian guardrail to prevent 
pedestrians or children straying directly 



6 

onto the live carriageway, and also for 
part of the grass verge to be constructed 
into a footpath 

• Visibility along Lawrence Street at this 
location is good in both directions 

• The posted speed limit is 30mph 

• The recorded 85%ile speeds, as is shown 
above particularly for south-west bound 
being in excess of 35mph, discount a 
zebra crossing as an option unless other 
complementary traffic management 
measures are put in place.  

• National guidelines do not recommend a 
zebra crossing where 85%ile speeds 
exceed 35mph. 

• Footfall has been found to be low such 
that no further computations (PV2) could 
be carried out.  

• Although the demand for a pedestrian 
facility is not deemed high in terms of 
numerical counts, the pedestrian incident 
appears to suggest for those users 
wishing to cross this road, pedestrian 
facilities ought to be considered in light of 
the recorded speeds.  

Speed surveys • Surveys were carried out at this location 
between 10 and 17 September 2012 
inclusive but the analysis has focussed on 
those recorded speeds occurring the 
daylight period Monday to Friday 7am to 
7pm as this is the period that would be 
expected to coincide with high pedestrian 
activity and school footfall in general. 

• The recorded average 85%ile speeds 
over the 5 weekdays from 7am to 7pm for 
north-east bound and south-west bound 
were 33.9 mph and 37.9 mph 
respectively. 

• While the figure for the southbound traffic 
streams would suggest a possible 
mitigation and/or targeted enforcement, 
the opposing traffic stream is compliant to 
speeds. A typical traffic calming scheme 
with vehicle activated signs (VAS) at 
strategic locations on Lawrence street is 
as shown on drawing 60670 C. 

Related PIAs • There is 1 incident involving a pedestrian 
recorded in the last 36 months  
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9.1.14 When viewed in the context of the current approach to traffic management 
requests, the location does appear to meet the criteria for the below 
recommendations to be put forward as a candidate for funding. 

 
9.1.15  The anticipated cost for 4 new vehicle activated signs, carriageway widening 

and the pedestrian island is £30 000 at current prices including officer time. 
 
10 Officer Recommendations: 
10.1 Therefore it is recommended the committee instruct the Director for Place to 

proceed to a detailed study and public consultation with a view to 
implementing the following subject to availability of resources; 
 

• Installation of four vehicle activated signs (VAS) at locations shown 
on drawing 60670C 

• Installation of a pedestrian island to accord pedestrians the 
opportunity to cross the busy road in two stages 

• Widening the carriageway around the proposed pedestrian island so 
as to achieve the minimum lane widths for the bus route, and 

• Introducing a new footway construction to link proposed crossing 
point to the existing footpath 

 
 
 
CFO – MC 
Legal – PR 
 

 
 


